








CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.——Dan. xii. 4. - 


Zo. /° 


LVS SS we ee ee ee eee 


THE CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY, 
Is published every Saturday, 


4T TWO DOLLARS PER ANNUM, 


BY ROBERT PORTER, 
Ne. 97, Market-Street, Wilmington, ( Del.) 











fe | 
THE EPISTLE FROM THE YEARLY 
MEETING. 


Held in London by adjournment from the 24th 
of the Fifth month to the 5th of the Sixth 
month, inclusive, 1820. 


To the quarterly and monthly meeting of 
lang in Great Britain, Ireland and else- 
where. 


Dear Friends.—It has pleased our Heavenly 
father again to permit us to meet for transacting 
the concerns of our religious society; & we have 
from time to time, in the course of this meeting, 
had reverently to acknowledge the continuance 
of his love toward us.” We have’ partaken of 
the ee in which our predecessors, vali- 
ant for the truth, were comiented in the day of 
persecution ; and which has been a strength to 
the true believers from the earliest periods of 
the christian chureh : we, therefore again feel 
engaged to offer the salutation Of our love to all 
our dear friends,wherever they may be situated, 
with earnest desires that they may become uni- 
- - unto another, in Christ Jesus, our holy 

ead, 

‘The amount of the sufferings of our friends, 
as reported to this meeting, on account of tythes 
and other ecclesiastical demands, is upwards 
of 60,0001. 

Uur distant brethren have been agagn bro’t 
to our remembrance by an epistle from the 
Yearly Meeting of Lreland, and one from each 
of those established on the American continent: 
It is enqeerns es to us to observe that these 
communications bespeak a continued solicitude 
for the prosperity of the cause of truth. By 
those from America, we find that the welfare 
of their Indian neighbors, and the rights of the 
injured African race, are still dear to our 
friends on the other side of the Atlantic, and 
that as favorable opportunities oceur, they are 
publicly advocating the cause of justice and 
mercy. 

This meeting has been deeply affected on 
hearing that the slave trade, notwithstanding 
its abolition by our legislature, and by various 
foreign powers, still exists, with the horrors 
consequent upon it, to a lamentable extent; 
and although the way does net immediately 
open for much to be done by us on behalf of the 
objects of this nefarious and eruel traffic, we 
earnestly commend them to your continued re- 
membrance and commiseration. 

_ We have again been oceupied in investigat- 
ing the state of our society ; and our present 
concern 1s, to turn the aitention of all our dear 
friends to a striet examination of their reli- 
gious profession and experience. We profess 
to believe in the inward teachings of the spirit 
of Christ Jesus, our Redeemer and Mediator, 
our Advocate with the Father—of Him, whose 
precious blood was shed that he might: proeure 
unto ng eternal fife, and present us holy, and 
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Saturday, May 26, 1821. 


unblameable, and unreproveable, unto God. 
Let us individually inquire, how far we are 
acting in conformity with the solemn truths of 
the gospel. Are we seeking in humble suppli- 
cation unto the Lord, that oar faith may be es- 
tablished therein ? Are we in patient waiting 
before Him, desiring that we may clearly dis- 
cover the inshinings of his light upon our un- 
derstandings, and that by walking in faith, ac 
cording to his manifestations, our lives may be 
spent in the love and fear of our great Creator? 

It is of uns le importance to all, that 
they should know their own wills and disposi- 
tions are regulated and sanetified by the pow- 
er of the holy Spirit.. 1f this engagement of 
heart be earnest and frequent, humble views of 
ourselves ensue, a distrust, in our rational pow- 
ers as sufficient for the work of salvation 
is indaced ; we are taught the inestimable 
blessings which those enjoy who attain to a re- 





liauee on holy aid; and. whilst we are brought 


to speak of our religious attainments, we are, 
enabled t» rejoice in him we have believed. ‘The | 
time spent in silence in our meetings for di- 

vine worship, would then be productive of spi- | 
ritual refreshment ; ont our ccna hg 
in. their. and soli alietments, for. 
ae g-gn oe ean Aeengpenen< Me 
their small assemblies, be animated by the pre- 

sence of Him whose promises are unfailing. 

When the Christian temper predominates 
in our meetings-for diseipline, this salutary pro- 
vision for the exercise of Gospel love and care, 
and for the purpose of reclaiming and restoring 
those who may be overtaken with a fault, is 
administered not only with kindness and meek- 
ness, but in the authority of truth; and each 
being watchful over his own spirit, those en- 
gaged in the business of these meetings would 
then conduet with weight and in brotherly con- 
descension ; and they would prove to be times 
of deep instruetion. 

Our christian principles teach us to live in 
the world aright, but not to live unto the world: 
If we indeed seek to be redeemed from its spi- 
rit, if it be our daily concern that our garments 
may be unspotted by its defilements ; that we 
may be clothed with the meekness and gentle- 
ness of Christ, we shall be enabled to discharge 
our eivil and religious duties with holy propri- 
ety, and to adorn the gospel in eur lives and 
conversation. In times, in which the publie 
feeling may be agitated by civil or political 
questions of general interest, or by such as in- 
volve the vital prineiples of our faith the real 
christian, thus prepared, will retire tothe place 
of true inward prayer. He will see the neces- 
sity of carefully suppressing in his own mind 
the first emotions ef party zeal: but he will 
feel the advantag of cherishing a willingness to 
suffer little or much whether in secret exercise 
of miud, or in outward trials, to promote the 
eause of his Lord who suffered so much for 
him.» He will not view with indifferency any 
open, or less direct attacks upon these blessed 
truths on which his hope of salvation is found- 
ed He will not be improperly solicitous for 
his own ease and security, when he sees diffi. 
culiies or troubles-threatening those around 
him ; his great concern will be that he may in 


low in our own estimation, and are fearful jet of our earnest solicitude. 
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no way bring reproach on’ his high profes- 
sion, bat that by ncknewled gine the Lord in all 
his ways, he may direet his paths. 

The love of the world rates in various 
ways to turn us aside from the path of holiness. 
We believe that it leads many to gratify them- 
selves in dress and lan in @ way incon- 
sistent with Christian simplicity. We are con- 
vineed that this departure from our weil known 
testimony, is an inlet to ter temptations, 
and we believe that where this rneegene | re- 
straint is found to be irksome, a desire to throw 
it off tends te retard the spiritual growth. We 
therefore affectionately entreat those who 
may be thus disposed 10 consider well the mo- 
tives for their conduet, and to refléct whether 
by the unwillin to take up the cross to 
their natural inelMations, they are not so far 
declining to become the disciple of Christ 

Dear young friends, your advancement in the 
way of piety and virtue continues to be a sub- 

We tenderly 
exhort you all to cherish the belief to seek to 
be established in the conviction that your Hea- 
venly Father, as ro look in faith unto Him, 
will assist you by his good Spirit to overcome 
every thing that is wrong and to live aecepta- 
bly inhis sight. Be very.careful then, we be- 
seech you, not to read ications which 
ly or indirectly, inculeate a disbelief in the ben- 
efits procured tous by the safferings and death 
of Christ, in thé divinity of Him oar Lord and 
Saviour, or in the preceptable guidance of his 
spirit. On the contrary, in silent retirement 
before the Lord, seek after the contriting in- 
fluenee of his love, in sincere desire that in his 
own time, it may please him, that you also ma 
ri¢hly partake of that consolation and stren 
whieh are the portion of his faithful dependent 
children. And as wecan rejoice in the persua- 
sion that many of you have yielded to the visi- 
tations of Divine Love, we wish to encou 
these to hold on in the path of dedication, to 
continue to lové the Lord, to desire to know 
and to do his will. - 

May these, may all our dear friends, be im- 
poomer with the continued co elie er 

ulness unte prayer, and of ae Oy othed with 
humility, as witha garment.— Che faithful dis- 
ciples will guard against relying toe much on 
former. experience,he will find that an inerease 
of years produces an increasing conviction that 
we are intirely dependent upon God for fresh 
supplies of strength; bat he will be animated 
to persevere, from the consoling hope that if 
faith and patience continue, christian” virtues” 
will increase ; humility, meekness ani*live- 
liness of spirit will be prevaletit in advanced 
life; and a final admission will be granted 
into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
Signed in and on behalf of the yor by 
JOSIAH FORESTER, 
Clerk of the Meeting this Year. 
gc THE DIRECTORS ofthe Detaware 
Brs.e Society, are requested to meet at the 
Town Hall, Wilmington, on Tuesday the 2 
inst. at 11 o’clock, A. M. ‘ 
By Order, 
BR. W. GILBERT, See’ry. 
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For the Christian Repository. 
No. IE. 


TO THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS. 
On Internal Light. 


In my last I considered your doctrine of In- 
ternal Light, and showed its inconsisteney with 
the inspiration of theBible,that it was contrary 
to the example of Christ, and the command of 
the apostle John. Let me now offer a few fur- 
ther arguments for your consideration. 

4. You expose your people to the delusions 
5 evil heart. 1 put this simple question, 

ow shall a man.know when he has the spirit. 
I can conceive of but two ways, from conscien- 
ciousness alone, or a comparison of our feelings 
with the seriptures. Ifthe latter, you make 
the bible Lag standard, contrary to your doe- 
trine: if the former, if you permit a man to 
jadge in himself, without reference to scripture, 
when he has the spirit, you leave every man at 
the merey of his worst enemy and under the 
guidance of deceitfalness itself, ‘or says the 





. prophet, Jerem. xvii. 9. “The heart is deceitful 


above all things and desperately wicked, who 
ean know it.” And is this the infallible stand- 
ard by which we are to estimate trath ! (You 
would have every man make conscience a high- 
er guide than the word of eth.) You make 
every thing of conscience, sefit up as an infal- 
lible guide, an unerring councellor. Now, we 
we admit conscience is good as far as it goes, 
but unless guided by scripture, it will in many 
points go wrong ; scripture speaks of an “ evil 
conscience,” of persons whose “ mind and con- 
science were defiled. ‘The apostle Paul says 
he “lived in all good conscience,” while in his 
unregenerate state, and that he verily thought 
he ought, &c. for which very aets he afterwards 
condemned himself as a blasphemer, persecu- 
tor and the ehief of sinners. 4 Timothy i. 13, 
45. Have we any hint that the scriptures are so 
“ deceitful, defiled,’’ deseeptive as this staudard 
of yours! Can yoa wonder then that we rather 
preter trusting, where the Lord and his apostles 
trusted, to the * firm word of propheey, than the 
ignis fatuus of our own imaginations. The let- 
ter of seripture explain, the heart is more delu- 
sive than a dream. That. a way may seem 
to us right and yet prove wrong is evident from 
Pray. xvi. 26. ** There is a way which seemeth 
right” &e. How then shall any one know 
whether a way which seems right, is right ! 
You have no standard, we have; we go to the 
letter of seripture. He that trasts to any light 
independent of, or contrary to scripture, trusts 
te his own. heart, and “ he who trasts his own 
heart, &e. Prov. xxviii. 26. 

5. Seri proposes itself as our standard, 
Isaiah vili, 20, “And when they shall say 
unto you,” &e. Can any direction be more plain P 
The law and the testimony are to bé our guide, 
and men professing divine light are to be tried by 
the plain letter ra the law if they contradict 
the seriptures, there is no tight in them ; their 
lights darkness. Thus.the apostle commends 
the Bereans, because “ they searched, (what ? 
internal light, no,) the sacred seriptures wheth- 
er the things whieh he preached, were so,” 
Acts xvii. 14. And the direction of our Lord, 
to the Jews was, not to consult some internal 
luminary, but seareh the sacred scriptures.” 

Arguments on this head might be multiplied 
to an indefinite extent; bai conciseness is my 
object. ‘To all this, you will object. 

j. 1 © The sacred scriptures are never call- 
ed the word of God.” Ans. itis of little conse- 
quence what they are called, provided they re- 
present his mind and will. But that they are 
tailed the word of God, instead of more, I wiil 
rest on two passages to prove. t Thess. ii. 13. 
“ We thank God, because when ye received the 
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word of God, which ye heard of us, ye received 
it not as the word of men, but as the word of 
God.” Here the ‘ word of God’ means something 
which might be heard, and is put in opposition 
to the word of men. The other is still more 

lain. Col. iii. 16. “ Let the word of Christ 

well in you richly,” i. €. on your construction, 
let the Christ of Christ dwell richly in you! 
But as I said before, the rejection of the name is 
nothing, did it not lead to the rejection of the 


thing. 

Of. 2. “ Christ is the light that lighteth eve- 
ry man that cometh into the world.” ‘True; he 
giveth to each, all the light he has ; but where is 
it said, how much ? and where that he hath fur- 
nished each with a guide superior to the bible? 
Those regions where the bible is not known, are 
ealled* the dark places of the earth,” the places 
where no vision 1s.” fe re 

Obj. 3. * The sacred scriptures have been 
corrupted by transmission.” ns.This is a 
bold assertion, which you are bound to prove. 
But before you undertake the task, remember, 

4. That in so doing you reflect on Providence, 
as if after taking pains to-giwe, he would not 
take care to preserve. He hath said, “nota 
jot or tittle of his law shall fail.” Now sup- 

ose a word or elaase in a prophecy be altered, 
it may falsify the whole. 3 : 

2. We have Manuscripts of the Bible, known 
by the form of the letter and manner of writing, 
to be 440r 1600 years old which ia every mate- 
rial respeet tally with our translation. Such 
are the Alexandrine Manuseript in the British 
Museum, the Codex Beza, Cambridge, the 
Codex Ephraim, Paris, aud the Vatican at 
Rome, supposed to have been written before the 
fifth century. 

_3. We have versions and translations into 
the various ages of the earth, made soon 
after the christian era, all of which agree with 
our Kinglish version, .‘The Syriac version was 
made, (say learned men) at the close of the 
first, or commencement of the second century. 
Now these are so many unequivoeal proofs that 
we have the sacred books as they were first 
penned. But, lest you should say, who knows. 
whether all these agree: I add, 

4. The different versions and manuscripts 
have been collated and compared, and the ex- 
tent of the “various readings’? ascertained. 
That the sacred scriptures were corrupted, and 
that different nations had different Bibles was a 
very popular infidel objection urged during the 
last century. To meet the objection and to 
compose the anxiety of timid christians, learned 
men travelled over Europe avd throughout 
ehristendom, comparing the various Manu- 
seripts in alltheir parts. Kennicott collated 
694 Manuscripts. De Rosse, 927 Manuseripts 
and printed copies. Dr. Mill labored 30 years, 
and ascertained 30,000 various readings. Wet- 
stein afterwards diseovered more than a milli- 
on! But to what did they amount? to nothing! 
The whole resuited in the blessed discovery 
that the objection was false, that God had most 
remarkably preserved the purity of his word, 
suffering no material change to be effected, and 
only permitting such changes of letters aud sy- 
nonimous particles, and such other unimpor- 
tant errors as could not have been prevented 
without a constant miracle. 

Since the sacred scriptures were given by 
inspiration of God—since Christ made them the 
subject of constant appeal—and the apostle 
brings all spirits te their bar—since they as- 
sume for themseives the judgement seat—since 
all other guides are deceitful and vain—and 
since we have no reason to doubt we have them 
as at first given by the spirit of God, we con- 
eiude, to rejeet, reduce, or alter any part, or to 
make the whole subordinate to some other stan- 
dard, is unreasonable, incorrect and dangerous. 

PA UL. 
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From the London Methodist Magazine. 


ST. DOMINGO, 


In our two last numbers we inserted letters, 
giving an account of the persecutions endured 
by our Society in Port au Prince, and the neigh- 
bourhood. ‘The following publication made in 
the church by the Catholic Priest, who, it seems 
was the principal agent in instigating the pro- 
ceedings which have been detailed, will amuse 
our readers, while they will more deeply sym- 
pathize with those who are the objects and vie- 
tims of the fiery spirit which it breathes. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. Everiste. 


The Society at Port au Prince and the neigh- 
bourhood now consists of 72 persons, without 
reckoning a considerable number who desire to 
be admitted, but which we do not receive yet 
until instrueted ; the society spreads now in 
mountains and plains. 

Sunday, Jan. 16, a publication was made in 
the church by order of Francois Jeremie, Priest, 
against our society, in these terms : 

“¢ All the faithful are hereby warned that the 
Methodist religion, which is now. in this city, 
is a bad religiun ; he or she who follows it, will 
never see the face of God; bat shall be eternal- 
ly delivered up to the damnation of hell. 
Pheretore, all the faithful are hereby exhorted 
to have no communieativn with that Society. I 
know that meetings are held in divers places of 
this city, but woe unto him who joins them, for 
itis an abomination to the city.. On this ac- 
count I exhort the faithful not to go to these 
meetings, for that religion is an abomination to 
all good peoples I thus warn the faithful, be- 
cause I perceive some of them have gone a- 
mongst their people, and attended their meet- 
ings : but I exhort them to come out from a- 
pre agra for they are a people to be des- 
pised. Let not the faithful have any comma- 
nion with them. I know this religion to be 
absolutely bad; for two young men entered the 
society, but their relations being displeased, 
compelled them to leave it. It is a religion 
destructive to mankind. It is impossible it 
should take root inthis Republic. It is neces- 
— that it should be exterminated,” 

The following extracts from a recent letter 
do great houor to the President, Boyer, the suc- 
cessor of Christophe, at Hayti, and it would 
be unjust to withhold them. ‘This spirit in the 
rulers, will, we hope ere long, bring the vexa- 
tions of an innocent people to an end. 

Many were at different times, cited to appear 
before the President, who at first used to dis- 
miss them, saying, that every man was at liber- 
ty to serve God as he thought fit; but latterly 
he has been importaned to assume a style some- 
what different. At Leogane, six were put in 
prison at one time, by the general of that de- 
partment, for having been found praying in the 
country, ‘Ihe president, on a tour, visiting 
Leogane, went directly to the prison, where he 
found several prisoners. He inquired of each 
what was his crime, and liberated whom he 
thought proper. And when he was about leav- 
ing the town, called fur those who had been im- 
prisoned for praying; and sharply reproved 
the General fur having confined them on that 
account. He then took them some distance out 
of town, told them to go home, live quietly, and 
serve God according to the dictates of their 
own Consciences. 
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CONSCIENCE. 

An Indian being among his white neighbors, 
asked for a little tobacco to smuke, one of them 
having some loose in his pocket gave hima 
handful. ‘lhe following day the Indian came 
back, enquiring fur the donor, saying he found 
a quarter of a dollar among the tobacco. Be- 
ing told that it was given him, he might keep 




















it, he answered, pointing to his breast, “ I got 
a good man and a bad man here—and the good 
say it an’t mine. [ must return it to the own- 
er. ‘The bad man say, why he gave it you, 
and it is yourown now—the good man say ; 
that not right; the tobacco is yours, not 
the money ; the bad man say, never mind, you 
got it, go buy some dram: the good man say, 
no, no, you must not do so; sol don’t kuow 
what to do, and I think I go sleep; but the 
good man and the bad man keep talking all 
night, and trouble me, and now I bring the mo- 
_ney hack, I feel good. 
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For the Christian Repository. 

I observe in the r1rTH number of the “ Chris- 
tian Repository,” that a correspondent has eom- 
menced a series of addresses to the Religious 
Society of Friends. Asit is impertant that an 
author should havea elear understanding of his 
subject, in order to be useful to these whom he 
wishes to instruct; aud as “ pauL” professes 
to be “ a lover of truth,” E entertain a hope that 
I may be able to give him some information, 
that may add materially to his stock of knowl- 
edge, relating to that people, and perhaps save 
him the trouble of much further inquiry. Not- 
withstanding his first address bears the unkiad- 
ly face of a challenge, and his attitude is that of | 
aman strongly armed” for battle, yet it is 
not my intention to enter with him into the tield 
of Religious Controversy ; for though he ma 
“ not fear it” yet l confess Ldo. I have cher- 
ished from my youth up, a kindly feeling to- 
wards my fellow professors of the Christian 
name, underthe various renee us denominations 
whieh distinguish them, and IT ani afraid of 
controversy, because in ils course it often, if 
not always inlists those passions which mifitate 
against charity, without which, alt our profes-; 
sions, and even our other virtues are as the 
apostLe Paul affirms, but as “sounding brass 
or atinkling cymbal.” My object is to state a 
few facts, and to make sueh observations as 
naturally arise out of the subject, and then to 
leave the candid and dispassionate enquirer to 
make such reflections as the statements may 
suggest. wis 

‘The first observation in his preliminary essay, 
that claims particular attention is, “ our care- 

‘ul absence from the religious assemblies of all 
other denominations.” 

Whether this feature of the Society of 
Friends is peculiar to them, I eannot say, I 

resume that most christian professors attend 
their own places of worship, and are_conse- 


quently absent from the religious meetings of 
others. But thére are two causes whieh | ap- 


prehend operate with us to produce this effect, 
which 1 wiil endeavor to explain: And 
First. It is about 170 years since the Society 
of Friends were regularly organized as a reli- 
gious body. ‘I'bey set out with a belief that the 
injunction of our Lord was binding on them, 
. where he said to his disciples, Matthew x. 8, 
‘¢ freely ye have received, freely give.” ‘This 
lain command, standing in contradiction to no 
other precept of the same or equal authority, 
they consider as conclusive, and in conformity 
with it their ministers have ever preached 
‘without money and without price.” ‘They 
conceive that a mercenary ministry is unwar- 
ranted by the precepts of the gospel, or the 
practice of the Apostles ; that it is derogatory 
to the dignity of a christian minister; that it 
lessens the practical intluence of the office, by 
the imputation of seltish views to those who re- 
ceived pay for preaching; that it has a tenden- 
ey to suppress reproof and other plain dealing 
towards those who pay, and begets a desire to 
please at the expense of truth; and finally, that 
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it is subject to the grossest abuses, as the expe- 
rience of ages abundantly demonstrates. It 
needs not that we be deeply read in ecelesiasti- 
cal history, to diseover proofs of this; almost 

every page of it gives some incontrovertible 
evidence of the fact. Let us east our eyes on 
Europe, and look back thro’ the gloomy vista 
of a few centuries. What a melancholy picture’ 
do the effects, produced by a hireling priest- 
hood, present to the contemplative mind! and 
even at this day, in some parts of that country, 
what grievous burdens do this class of a 
bind upon the shoulders of their christian breth 

ren, which they will not raise a finger to lighten 
or unloose. 

It is the connexion of peeuniary rewards 
with the ministry that has given rise to the 
word “ Priesteraft” and other opprobrious terms 
which go to lessen the influence.of the profes- 
sed ministers of Christ, terms which would ne- 
ver have. been invented, had they always imi- 
tated the noble example of the Apostle Paul, 
who, at Miletus. addressing those among whom 
he had -laboured in the el, told them in 


these memorable words, Acts xx. 33. “ I have 
coveted no man’s Silver, fd, or apparel, 
yea, ye: yourselves know that heute have 


ministered unto my necessities, and to them 
that were with me. I have shewed you all 
things, how that so labouring ye 


port the weak, and to remember the words of 
the Lord, how he said it is more blessed to give 


than to receive.” 


Under impressions produced by reflections 


y | such as these,the Society of Friends have believ- 


ed that they could not consistently with their 
principles, & views of Scripture truth, eounten- 
ance a mercenary ministry, even so far,.as to at- 
tend the ee of those whoemployed it. It 
is not from a disbelief that there are no sincere 
and virtuous men in the minis | 
it is not fromany personal 

: to. 


“at is en , ' _ disrespect 
our fellow professors of the Sprigiing name ; it 
is not from any shyness towards those who dif- 
ferfrom us in opinion, that we do not join them 
in their forms of worship. We sincerely love 
and esteem those under whatever name, whose 
lives correspond with their profession, who 
evince by their eonduet that im essential points 
they are not hearers only, but doers of the word. 

Secondly. As God is equally present every 
where, the Society of Friends do not believe 
that the place of meeting for religious purpe- 
ses, has any peculiar sanctity, because of its 
use ; they do not believe that the mere assem- 
bling together, in order to worship, creates an 
obligation on those who meet to make a sign of 
adoration when they enter the house ; and hav- 
ing no scripture precept or example for it, they 
think that uncovering the head in a religious 
assembly (except when the pIvinE BEING is 


superstition then a neeessary religious act. 
frou the practice of other christian professors, 
generally, I presume they think differently, bat 
as the Society of Friends see ne reason to con- 
form to this ceremeny, and as the non-observ- 
ance of it, might give offence to their sober 
neighbours, they find in this ¢ireumstanee an 
additional reason for absenting themselves from 
the worship of those who practise it. 

Having given some reasons for the absence 
of Friends trom the worship of other profes- 
sors, t shall proceed to notice “ Paul’s” next 
observation ; to wit, * our alleged objection to 
the perusal of books, written by members of 
other denominations.” By his paolication of 
this sentiment, 1 shall endeavor to shew that 
“1 is net impossible that * Paul? may have im- 
bibed erroneous views.” 

i was educated within the precincts of the 
Society to whom * Paul” addresses himself, 
and have had for many years free and exten- 
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ought to sup-| all 
he P 





addressed in vocal prayer,) is rather a sign of 





sive communication with the members of it, 
and I can safely say that this is the first 
time I have ever heard such a sentiment. 
I have perused their book of discipline, care- 
fully, and find no allusion to the subject. The 
yearly meeting recommends to “ heads of fami- 
ies and guardians of minors, to prevent as 
mueh as possible, their children and others 
under their eare and tuition, from reading books 
tending to prejudice the profession of the chris- 
tian religion, to create the least doubt concern- 
ing the authority of the holy scriptures, or of 
the saving truths declared in them; and earn- 
estly recommends that its members should dis- 


courage the reading of Plays, Romances, Novels 
and other pernicious books, as a practice incon- 


sistent with the purity of the christianireligion;” 
but I no where find a word against*reading 
books of a religious nature, written by other 
ehristian professors : on the contrary, the wri- 
tings of some of these are standard books in the 
berets libraries of Friends. And, I give it as my 
eliberate sentiment, that there is no societyof 
people who are better versed in the doctrines 
and principles of other religious professors 
than the members of the Society of Friends are. 
The writer of this article, although his library 
cannot be called a large one, has at least eighty 
volumes wholly devoted to religious subjects, 
of which, were written by members of other 
religious professions ; amongst which, I find 
on examination, the productions of some of the 
prineipal professors distinguished by different 
names, who call themselves christians ; and I 
have not the slightest idea that any of my fei- 
low members would, if they saw all the books 
of my library, consider me as heterodox, or in 
the least departing from the views or prineiples 
of the society to whieh I belong, on that account. 
Equally foreign from the fact, is the asser- 


amongst them; | tion, that we “ are unwilling to take the perio- 
like to these | dical 


works, puolished by members of other de- 
nominations.” It is true, that we consult our 
taste in the purchase of works of this kind ; 
we do not subseribe for books we cannot relish 
or approve; bat I cannot suppose reasonable 
men will censure us much for this, as I appre- 
hend few people do otherwise. 

{ am perfectly satisfied on one point, that is, 
were I to take all the periodical religious pub- 
lications in the world, no member of our socie- 
ty would blame me for it, nor would I incur, by 
so doing, the censure of any of its ralers, pro- 
vided the proiits of such publication were not 
appropriated te support some establishment in- 
consistent with our religious principles, and 
also, provided I tually paid the subserip-~ 
os. kor for ther p 

0 es es of Paul, I propose to no- 
tice in future numbers of the Mascciters. 
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AMICUS, 
From the Christian Observer. — 

STATE OF RELIGION IN THE WORLD, 

Philosophers and learned men in all ages of 
the world have acknowledged, that it is no easy 
matter to account for our thoughts, to analize 
our reflective peers, or to trace a long and in- 
tricate train of ideas to its present source. We 
not uotrequently stumble upon a root at so great 
a distance from the stem, or find branches so 
intrieately intermixed with other branches, that 
we can scarcely say to which tree of the forest 
they belong. We are bewildered as we 
to explain; and we continually detect ourselves 
in the act of * darkening counsel by. words 
witheut keswledge.” | Nothing ean he more 
dangerous than to indulge in a habit of huil- 
ding castles in tie air, and thus, by loosing the 
reisus of government, give full play to the im- 
agimation ; and yet there is a privilege im- re- 
flection so peculiar to the mind of maa, that 
whilst we clip its wings, we must des its 
powers. “ Meditate,” saith an inspired apos-. 











lle, upon these things; give thyself wholly 
to them;” but then, it was “ that his profiting 
might appear to all men.” 

You think, Mra Editor, and that to good 
purpose,upon serious subjects. The world just! 
exteems you to be “a very considerate man.” 
It would appear from your monthly publieca- 
tions, that you are no stranger to a solitary 
evening walk, that you court the shade in sum- 
mer, and well know the value of a good book, 
and a blazing fire, when the rude blast of win- 
ter confine you to your elbow-chair. Some of 


"your readers are heard to say, that you are too 


systematically grave; others wish you would 
have little or nothing to do with controversial 


topics; the young are sometimes a little wea- 


ry of your theological diseussions, and the man 
who deli ts in the extremes, (which, if dange- 
rous at all, are doubly dangerous in religion,) 
does not scruple to affirm, that you are vastly 
too moderate in your doctrinal views. Nay! 
donot start when | tell you, it has been whis- 
pered about in our village, that the head gar- 
dener at Sir Hildebrand’s closed his eyes one 
Sunday evening, as the worthy knight was read. 
ing your Family Sermon, ; 

And yet, sir, I profess myself to be your 
friendand admirer. Do not regard the opinion 
of the world. Persevere in speaking “ the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.” . Ex- 
pose the deadly errors of Socinianism in your 
opening pages.; Analize the Hebrew and the 
Greek text. Show some new translations of 
the Bible, that our fore fathers were as good 
scholars, and perhaps, better men than our- 
selves. Wo any thing but trifle with serious 
subjects, or decide dogmatically upon doubtful 
questions, which are confessedly beyond the 
reach of human anderstanding, and you shall 
ever have my tribute of applause. 

Being somewhat of a recluse myself, and 
knowing, from long experience, the valae of 
the privilege of entering inte my closet, and 
shutting the door upon every worldly intrusion, 
I fell the other day imperceptibly iute a reverie. 
on the present state of religion in the world, 1 
considered the multitude of books, comeeted | 
with the sacred subject of revelation, which are 
every ver d advertised, published and reviewed. 
My mind glowing with somewhat more than 
its accustomed fervour, when I reflected upon 
the various religious societies now in operation. 
1 was led to anticipate the restoration of the. 
Jew and the conversion of the Gentile. “The' 
spread of Divine trath, the diffusion of sacred 
knowledge, the general education of the poor, 
and opportunities afforded to all classes in. the 
evmmunity of knowledge and preaching the 
will of God, filled my soul with gratitude. 
Methought some of the old preachers of former 
times came down from heaven, wondered at the 
change produced, and were so much elated at 
the prospects which were opening upon us, 
that they hastened back to their blest abodes, 
to relate the wonders they had seen and heard. 
Immersed in these and similar reflections, | 
could not hesitate to conclude that we were liv- 
ing in days of peculiar interest and great res- 
ponsibility. ‘he period immediately conse- 
quent upon the fteformation had its peeuliar 
trials, and its distinguishing features of excel- 
lence, The fires of persecution, which then 
raged on all sides, purified the fine gold from 
the dross. We live too much to our ease ; ease 
begets indolence, & we by degrees become less 
circumspect. Presuming upon our leisure or 
our skill, we invite discussion upon points of 
controversy which can never be decided ; and, 
instead of taking up the conquest where our 
"seerreageetely left it, we must needs fight all our 

attles over again. Man is a trifler, if not 
pressed showard in the christian race. He di- 
gresses, whe: he should be intent upon one 
main object, He amuses himself with a fly, 


| lies of the day, and concluded by assuring us, | 
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or @ fiddle, when he should be attending to con- 
cerns even more important than the welfare of 
the state. I was once somewhat struck by the 
conduct of a friend, who, in the midst of a 
lengthened discussion on a very profitable sub- 
ject, suddenly started up from the table, saying, 
* We had all forgot to carry the blanket which 
we promised to poor old Jenney in the thatched 
cottage on the Green, 

‘The great object to be attained by Christians, 
appears to me to be anhumble devotional spi- 
rit, the fruit of faith ; leading to a holy, use- 
ful, and charitable life. And here I would 
venture to advert for a moment to the evils 
which arise from littleness on the one hand, and 
a high apt spirit on the other, es- 

ecially among the Ministers of the Gospel of 

eace.—A plain good “man from the north of 
England,ealied upon mé some-few months since, 
on his road to London, intending to, transact 
some necessary business, attend the anniversa- 
ry meetings of the ous societi¢s; and hea, 
if he could get a seat; “one or two of the best 
preachers of the day. He was absent about a 
fortnight, and on his returh:i requested him to 
favour me with a brief ateéunt of what he had 
seen and heard. The periodical works; said 
my friend, will givegyou a better account than 
lean of the speecheg} but the sermons which 1 
heard, will. wever, PSuppose, be printed. The 
first preacher was popular, a fashionable 
divine : I shall ell him by way of distinetion, 
«¢ Mellifluous :”’ his Morning service commenced 
nearly at mid-day. The prayers were very 
hastily read. . The singing was totally detach- 
ed from the congregation : the organ and six 
charity children’s voices alone sounding to the 
praise and glory of God. The sermon touch- 
ed upon some amioral duties, glanced at the fol- 













that God was very merciful, that it was no dif- 
ficult matter to-go to Heaven, and that we. 
should ali be justafied by our own works thro™ 
Jesus Christ oar Lord. The organ again played 

a very lively air, and my country friend seeret- 
ly wished that he had been in his own village 
church hearing the plain precepts of the curate. 

~~ _Remainder in our next. 


-EXTEMPORE PREACHING, 

“ The habit of preaching extempore is a 
gift, to be obtained by prayer and strengthened 
by exercise. ‘he chief obstacles are unbelief, 
a regard to self, and fear of man. I believe, 
my dear friend, if our minds were duly impres- 
sed with all the topics of the Gospel, it would 
be difficult to ste asermon. If I was sure 
that both I and all my auditory were to die and 
appear before God the moment | had finished 
my next sermon, how little should I attend to 
the minutiae of arrangement and style? My 
heart would teach my mouth, my thoughts 
would be weighty, too big indeed for word fully 
to express, yet it is avabable they would find 
the fittest words 1 was master of, waiting for 
employment. When you try, Ba will have 
trepidations and variations. You wi:i speak 
sometimes much better, and sometimes much 
worse, than you expected beforehand. You will 
ofien perceive yousg,own insufficiency ; and now 
and then perhaps your hearers will perceive it 
likewise. But upon the whole you will get for. 
ward ; you will preach more pleasantly to your- 
self, and more acceptably to the spiritual aud 
simple part of your hearers. You may some- 
times put a sentence out of its proper place, 
and expose yourself to the notice of little nib- 
bling eritics, who make a man an offender for a 
word; but this you will uot greatly mind, if 
you are successful in winning and edifying 
souls.” —.Vewten. 

REPEATING SERMONS. 


be a heavy burden indeed ; it seems to me more 
inconvenient than reading them. And I think 
I could read with more spirit, and probability 
of impressing the auditory, than if I repeated 
them by heart, as we commonly say, though in 
propriety I should rather call it repeating by 
head, for my heart would have but little con- 
cern in it.” 
ED Ben 
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The Scotch Missionary Society prepares its 


jected—but to which they must yield ultimately, 
unless the Education Societies are well enough 
supported to prevent it. Seven young men are 
now under the care of the Seotch Missionary 
Society—and as they become fitted for ,their 
work, others must take their places, in a course 
of preparation. The friends of missions have 
surely the utmost reason to encourage every at- 
tempt to inerease the number of pious ministers, 
as their own favorite object of benevolence can- 
not be attained unless such attempts are made 
and crowned with success. 
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CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 
Sarvurpar, May 26, 1821, 
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We learn from the General-assembly of the 
Presbyterian church, now. in session in Philad- 
elphia, that much important and pleasing infor- 
mation relative to the progress of the Redeem- 
er’s cause in different sections of the church 
which they represent, has been communicated 
to them—-this we hope to have the pleasure to 
lay before our readersinour next No. The 
Scripturés inform us that there is joy in heav- 
en gyer one sinner that repenteth. If angels, 
“0 are so remotely allied to men, rejoice at 

the conversion of a single sinner; how much 

greater reason have christians to rejoice over 
many returning prodigals, who are “ bone of 
our bone, and flesh of our flesh !” 


ME + Olt 


Tose persons who received the first No. 
ofthe Repository, and have not became sub- 
scribers, will confer a favor by returning them 
through the Post-office, or otherwise; as they 
are likely to be deficient. , 


THE CALVINIST. 


A person who suspected that a minister of 
his acquaintance was uot truly a Calvinist, 
went to him and said * sir, I am told that 
you are against the perseverance of the saints.” 
*¢ Not L,”’ answered he, “ It is the perseveranee 
of sinners that I oppose.” But that is not a 
satisfactory answer, sir. Do you think that a 
ehild of God cannot fall very low and yet be 
restored ? He replied, * 1 think it will be very 
dangerous to make the experiment.” 

ns . 

In France, the number of schools (on the 
British system,) increases with surprising rapi- 
dity. They are literally aided and cherished by 
the Civil Authorities. On the 3d of February, 
1820, the existence of 1340 schools, containing 
154,000 scholars, was reported to the Society. 
Of regimental schouls, 105 were in active ope- 
ration—57 more ready to be opened. Very 
beneficial effects have been produced already, 
not only on the population generally, but par- 
ticularly in Prisons, Work: houses, and houses 
of Correction. The principles of religion 
drawn from the Holy Scriptures, aré thus dis- 
seminated in France, and promise a speedy re- 
generation of the action. Schools are to be 
attached to all the Protestant Reformed Chur- 
ches, on the model of that St. Fhi, which is 
supported by Madam Dupuy. 





“ To commit your sermons to memory must 





own Missionaries—a source of expence to. 
which our Missionary Societies are not yet sub- ». 
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